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Caregivers allege testing is unsafe 


Complaints made to Texas 
Medical Board, OSHA 
about 2 suburban clinics 


By MILES MOFFEIT 
Staff Writer 
mmoffeit@dallasnews.com 


The medical aide had just start- 
ed her shift at a Rapid Med Urgent 
Care Center north of Dallas two 
weeks ago when a supervisor sud- 
denly handed her a mask and 
asked her to test a patient for the 


coronavirus. 

She was terrified. She had no 
experience dealing with viral out- 
breaks. Her bosses had not in- 
structed her or other medical assis- 
tants on how to safely collect the 
specimens. 

Nor did they give her and the 
others protective gear recom- 
mended by health agencies — 
shields that cover the whole face or 
goggles to protect the eyes. 

Minutes later, she put on a 
gown and started swabbing the pa- 


CORONAVIRUS 


tient’s throat. The patient coughed 
in her face. 

“My first thought: Oh no, I 
might have just been infected,” said 
the aide. 

Three other medical assistants 
described similar experiences to 
The Dallas Morning News, saying 
Rapid Med has thrust them onto 
the front lines without adequate 
protection or training to test more 
than 70 patients for COVID-19 at 
its two centers serving Highland 
Village and The Colony. 


They also sent their allegations 
to agencies that oversee doctors 
and worker safety. 

Their worst fear: They may have 
been exposed to droplets from 
coughs, sneezes or touch, and then 
spread pathogens to colleagues 
and patients visiting the clinics for 
other ailments, according to inter- 
views and complaints to the Texas 
Medical Board and U.S. Occupa- 
tional Safety and Health Adminis- 
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Pandemic prompts nonprofit to bring worship online 


Smiley N. Pool/Staft Photographer 


The Rev. George A. Mason, Rabbi Nancy Kasten and Imam Omar Suleiman (from left) join each Sunday at 12:12 p.m. to conduct an inter- 
faith discussion on Facebook Live. These sessions will continue each Sunday as long as the coronavirus crisis continues. 


A time for faiths to mesh 


By BRAD TOWNSEND 
Staff Writer 
btownsend@dallasnews.com 


he year’s holiest month nears amid one of the most 


somber backdrops of our lifetime. 


The coronavirus pandemic has caused, out of ne- 


cessity, mandated isolation at atime when millions faithfully 


congregate in churches, synagogues, mosques and temples. 


Houses of worship likely will re- 
main largely empty through Pass- 
over (April 8-16), Easter (April 12) 
and perhaps all of Ramadan (April 
23-May 23) — but in North Texas 
an unlikely trinity has united in 


Our city, 
before and after 


An eerie silence has 
settled over some of 
Dallas’ busiest attrac- 
tions since shelter-in- 
place orders have 

` emptied the parks, 

. freeways and down- 

` town. See our photog- 
. raphers’ comparisons. 
* 14A 
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An eerie 
shelter-in-place order 


message, if not ideology, to help 
their communities collectively con- 
front COVID-19. 
With solidarity, not solitude. 
They are the Rev. George A. Ma- 
son, Rabbi Nancy Kasten and Imam 


Omar Suleiman. A Baptist, a Jew 
anda Muslim. 

They are the faces of Faith Com- 
mons, a multi-faith, multi-ethnic 
nonprofit. Last Sunday they de- 
buted “The State of Our Faith,’ a 
weekly Facebook Live conversation 
they vow will continue as long as the 
COVID-19 crisis lasts. 

“What once was a default Chris- 
tian culture has become more like 
the rest of America,” said Mason, 
founder and president of Faith 
Commons and senior pastor of Wil- 
shire Baptist Church. “Religious 
pluralism is both the original idea of 
America and its new and future re- 


ality.” 

Faith Commons was founded in 
2018 to promote common good 
from distinct faiths, but current cir- 
cumstances compelled Mason, Kas- 
ten and Suleiman to step forth in 
the coronavirus-era version of 
shoulder-to-shoulder. 

Sitting 6 feet apart on benches 
last Sunday at Wilshire Baptist, they 
spoke to their Facebook Live audi- 
ence about hunger, food and insecu- 
rity. Each week's stream is sched- 
uled to begin at 12:12 p.m., the spiri- 
tual number combination that sig- 
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Pandemic highlights shortage of 
nurses and respiratory therapists 
looming over Texas. 5A 


Sharon Grigbsy: These Parkland nurs- 
es want us to understand that lives 
depend on choices we make now. 1B 
As students leave campuses, colleges 
are calculating refunds. 1B 

Dave Lieber: Virus fears are turning us 
all into hypochondriacs. 1B 


Dallas County reports 72 more cases, 2 deaths 


Dallas County reported its eighth and ninth deaths related to the coronavirus on 
Saturday, along with 72 additional positive cases. 6A 


In McKinney, businesses are grateful for 
the opportunity to remain open, but little 
cash is coming in. 10B 


Kevin Sherrington: The Olympics still 
inspire and will do so again after the 
pandemic. 1C 


Editorial: VA prepares for war on virus. 2P 


Michael Hogue’s sketchbook: Pandemic 
‘catastrophic’ for restaurants. 6P 


Deaths 
in U.S. 


double 
in 2 days 


Big cities hit hardest, but 
rural areas being affected too; 
all points are at risk, official warns 


FROM WIRE REPORTS 


Confirmed coronavirus-related deaths in 
the United States doubled in two days, hit- 
ting 2,000 on Saturday evening, based on re- 
porting from state health departments. 

It took about a month from the first con- 
firmed death for the United States to record 
1,000, but the toll has risen rapidly, and offi- 
cials say the worst is yet to come. 

“If you havent been paying attention, 
maybe this is your wake-up call,’ said Dr. 
Ngozi Ezike, director of the Illinois Depart- 
ment of Public Health. 

The virus pummeled big cities like New 
York, Detroit, New Orleans and Chicago, and 
made its way, too, into rural America as hot- 
spots erupted in small Midwestern towns 
and Rocky Mountain ski havens. 

Worldwide infections surpassed the 
660,000 mark, with more than 30,000 
deaths as new cases stacked up quickly in Eu- 
rope, according to a tally by Johns Hopkins 
University. The United States leads the world 
in reported cases, with more than 120,000. 

Confirmed U.S. deaths surpassed 2,000 
on Saturday, highlighting how quickly infec- 
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Patchwork 
of policies 
seen as ris 


Experts say lighter restrictions 
in areas such as Collin County 
could worsen virus outbreak 


By NIC GARCIA, SUE AMBROSE 
and HOLLY K. HACKER 
Staff Writers 


Most of the 7 million people living in Dal- 
las-Fort Worth, the largest metropolitan area 
in Texas and in the southern United States, 
are now under strict rules to stay home except 
to buy groceries or pick up medicine. 

Absent from the long list of counties with 
such restrictions is Collin County, which or- 
dered residents to stay home but also encour- 
aged most businesses to stay open and called 
all workers “essential.” 

Collin County's strategy stands in stark 
contrast to what other North Texas counties 
are doing to try to blunt the increase of CO- 
VID-19, the disease caused by the coronavi- 
rus, according to an analysis by The Dallas 
Morning News. 

The split among the counties has far- 
reaching implications because Gov. Greg Ab- 
bott has so far not imposed a statewide shel- 
ter-at-home order, despite pleas from elected 
officials, chambers of commerce and hospital 
leaders across the state. Abbott has said that 
local officials need to do what’s best for their 
regions; many rural counties have yet to re- 
port any cases. 

The patchwork of different orders from 
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To our readers 


The safety of our members and staff is our No. 1priority. We follow all 
CDC guidelines in producing and delivering the paper, regularly sani- 
tizing our print facility and distribution centers. Because our process is 
automated, it is likely that only the person who delivers your paper has 
touched it, and we have made gloves available to all our carriers. 


OBITUARY 
Rights icon Joseph Lowery 


The Rev. Joseph Lowery, a civil 
rights leader who worked with the 
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., died 
Friday. 4A 
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